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(57) ABSTRACT

Protozoan parasites of the phylum Apicomplexa include
some of the most important causative agents of human and
animal diseases, in particular, malaria. The discovery that an
organelle found inside parasites of this phylum probably
stems from a plastid of plant origin has stimulated research on
the effect of chemical herbicidal agents on Apicomplexa.
Importantly, the growth of these parasites can be inhibited by
the herbicide glyphosate, suggesting that the shikimate path-
way will make a good target for the development of new
anti-parasite agents. The present invention discloses the use
of the herbicidal agent glyphosate in combination with the
polyvalent anion oxalic acid for the prevention and therapy of
these pathogenic infections.
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